
Brecon Beacons National Park Local Access Forum  

Unconfirmed Minutes of the 5th Meeting held at 2pm on Thursday 30th June 

2022 at BBNPA Offices, Brecon 

Present 

Ian Mabberley (IM) – Chair 

Richard Ball (RB) – Secretary  

Pam Bell (PB) 

Philippa Cherryson (PC) 

Karen Harris (KH) 

Nick Lancaster (NL) 

Denis Murphy (DM) 

Steve Rayner (SR)  

Paul Sinnadurai (PS) 

Kath Whitrow (KW) 

 

Observers 

Eifion Jones (EJ)  BBNPA 

Lisa Lloyd    BBNPA 

Edwin Roderick  BBNPA Member 

Phil O’Shea   Brecon Beacons Park Society 

 

1. Welcome and Apologies 

IM Welcomed members and observers to the meeting. Apologies were received from, 

Hywel Morgan, Ian Jenkins, Rachel Chapel, Roz Smart, Sion James, Michael Smith (NRW), 

Judith Harvey (BBNPA), James Lawrence (BBNPA) and Simone Lowthe-Thomas (BBNPA). 

 

Confirmation of Minutes of 4th Meeting held on 3rd March 2022  

The minutes were accepted, and the Chair authorised to sign them as a correct record. 

 

2. Matters arising not otherwise appearing on agenda 

Llyn y Fan - HM sent his apologies and asked if he could be provided with an update on access 

improvements on the Llyn y Fan Track. DCWW have a two-year programme of works 

planned for Llyn y fan including works at the filter bed area, it is hoped that access 

improvements will be carried out as part of these works. 

 

4.  Safety Issues Relating to Cows and Calves (Kath Whitrow) 

KW highlighted the need to educate the public and the messaging provided around the issue 

of keeping dogs on leads as the advice should be different depending on the livestock 

present and noted it’s counterintuitive to let a dog off the lead if feeling threatened when 

walking through a field of cows/calves.  

 

KW asked if the National Park has a responsibility to improve signage and education around 

the issue of dogs and cattle? and suggested it would it be worth having information on the 

BBNPA website and looking at additional signage on NP common land which is grazed by 

cattle. 

 



RB advised that it would be for individual landowners to assess the risk of having cattle in a 

field crossed by a right of way and provide their own suitable messaging. 

 

IM said that the Welsh Government (WG) ARAG reform information he had received 

relating to dog on leads, states ‘keep your dog on a short, fixed length lead’ with no specific 

messaging around cattle.  

 

Members agree that IM should raise the question of dogs on lead messaging at the National 

Access Forum. 

 

5.  Access Improvement Grant (Eifion Jones) 

EJ presented members with the details of the proposed projects for the WG Access 

Improvement Grant funding for 2022 – 2025 for noting. EJ explained that funding has moved 

from annual to 3 year funding and BBNPA would receive £268K over 3 years.  

 

One of the requirements of the grant funding is that at least one project should fit within 

each of the specified WG focus areas.  

 

A member raised a concern that there were not many proposed projects in 

Carmarthenshire. EJ explained that there was a much smaller rights of way network and less 

bridges compared with Powys and Monmouthshire. Carmarthenshire is also funded 

differently to the rest of the National Park as it provides capital as well as a revenue budget. 

The capital budget has been used to replace a number of bridges in Carmarthenshire over 

the past few years. 

 

There was a general discussion around the proposed projects and LAF members agreed to 

approve the AIG project proposals. 

 

6.  Issues Regarding Tree Planting on Access Land (Kath Whitrow) 

KW asked if the LAF had a view on the planting of trees on Access Land and if the LAF is 

going to be consulted on individual proposals as there are an increasing number of 

applications? 

 

PS advised that the BBNPA is a consultee on Glastir Woodland Creation proposals. The 

consultation is circulated to relevant officers and a combined response submitted. PS 

emphasised that there is no means to intervene in private schemes. 

 

RB highlighted that there is potential for the loss of access as planting on open country 

would result in the area ceasing to be open country due to the percentage of canopy cover. 

If planting occurs on common land, then access will remain. 

 

 

 



 

 

7. Waterfalls and Infrastructure Projects (James Lawrence) 

JL provided the LAF with a written update.  

Members discussed how numbers visiting the Waterfalls area could be managed.  SR said 

that the meet and greet staff have had a positive beneficial impact over the past two years 

and suggested that activity providers could play a part by interacting with the visitors.  

 

It was agreed to invite JL and Paul Dann (NRW) to the next meeting to provide an update 

and discuss visitor management. 

 

8. Gwent Regional Access Group 

Richard Garner (RG) of Gwent Green Grid project provided LAF members with an 

overview of the 3 year European and Welsh Government funded project, looking at green 

infrastructure projects. RG is responsible for the access element of the project and is 

looking to identify and carry out a programme of access improvement work to facilitate 

access to the green infrastructure projects. A Gwent Regional Access Group is going to be 

established and RG invited the BBNP LAF to provide a representative and asked for 

suggestions for projects in the area. 

 

PC offered to be a liaison between the BBNP LAF and the Gwent Access Group. EJ and RG 

would discuss possible projects to be put forward for consideration. 

 

 

9. Canoe Access River Wye – Glasbury to Hay-on-Wye (Steve Rayner) 

SR provided members with an update. Launching at Glas-y-Bont Common, Glasbury was 

suspended in April 2021 by Powys CC while they carried out a Habitats Regulation 

Assessment (HRA), the process is still ongoing and NRW have advised that restrictions on 

commercial operations should be imposed to prevent harm to fish species during their 

spawning season. NRW have recommended that the river from Glasbury to Hay be closed 

to paddlers (other than professionally guided and educational groups and individual 

recreational users) in May and June each year. This amounts to a ban on canoe hire 

operations on the river during these months. 

 

SWOAPG is discussing with PCC a ‘Concordat’ arrangement and Code of Conduct for 

paddlesport operations at Glas-y-Bont – similar in principle to the arrangement we have 

with NRW and BBNPA for gorge-walking in Waterfall Country. 

 

The launching suspension at Glas-y-Bont had a significant impact on activity at The Gliss in 

Hay, with many operators simply moving their activities downstream. To this end Hay Town 

Council (HTC) agreed with SWOAPG last year some simple arrangements to minimise 

conflict between canoe operators and local residents. Early this year they proposed to 

introduce a formal Code of Conduct that would apply to paddlesport operators using the 



site, but before this was finalised, they learned that they also were required to undertake a 

HRA and that NRW was likely to advise the same restrictions for operations at The Gliss as 

at Glas-y-Bont. It therefore seems prudent to consider arrangements for both locations 

together, especially as they are the public launch points at either end of this most popular 

stretch of the river! However, we’ve heard nothing further from HTC since mid April and it 

may be that the long-term absence of the Town Clerk combined with Council elections may 

have put this on their ‘back-burner’: in the meantime, paddlesport operations are continuing 

at The Gliss in line with the arrangements agreed last year. 

 

10. Canals, Communities and Wellbeing Feedback (Karen Harris/Secretary) 

RB provided an update. Keira Dobby has been appointed as Project Officer and is currently 

looking at the projects to take forward. A stakeholder meeting was recently organised 

to look at the proposals around Llangattock. KH attended the meeting and several issues 

around disability access were raised at the meeting. One of the aims of the CCW project is 

to improve access for as many people as possible. 

 

KH has visited some sites in BBNP to assess the suitability for wheelchair and mobility 

vehicle access. KH presented a slideshow covering access to footpath, path surfaces, gates, 

disabled car parking and passing places.  

 

11. Rights of Way Consultations (Eifion Jones) 

EJ confirmed that there had been no adverse comments to the recent consultations that had 

been sent out to LAF Members. 

 

12. Any other competent business 

NL advised that there is a legal requirement for bikes to be fitted with a bell, a lot of cyclists 

using paths such as along the canal towpath don’t have a bell and it puts people off using the 

paths as they don’t know when cyclists are approaching. Is it possible to have signage 

installed at various locations to remind them to please remember to ring a bell when 

approaching pedestrians? RB agreed to look into it. 

 

As it was PS’s last LAF meeting, IM thanked him for all the help and guidance 

that he has provided the LAF. 

 

Date of the next meeting – 22nd September 2022 


